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ing shelves or lying on tables, while here and there
shawls were fixed on wooden racks shaped like toad-
stools, he saw the young man, in a sort of railed
cage, surrounded by account-books, and standing in
front of a desk at which he was writing. The
honest fellow left his work.
The seconds arrived before twelve o'clock.
Frederick, as a matter of good taste, thought he
ought not to be present at the conference.
The Baron and M. Joseph declared that they
would be satisfied with the simplest excuses. But
Regimbart's principle being never to yield, and his
contention being that Arnoux's honour should be
vindicated (Frederick had not spoken to him about
anything else), he asked that the Vicomte should apolo-
gise. M. de Comaing was indignant at this pre-
sumption. The Citizen would not abate an inch.
As all conciliation proved impracticable, there was
nothing for it but to fight
Other difficulties arose, for the choice of weapons
lay with Cisy, as the person to whom the insult had
been offered. But Regimbart maintained that by
sending the challenge he had constituted himself the
offending party. His seconds loudly protested that a
buffet was the most cruel of offences. The Citizen
carped at the words, pointing out that a buffet was
not a blow. Finally, they decided to refer the mat-
ter to a military man; and the four seconds went off
to consult the officers in some of the barracks.
They drew up at the barracks on the Quai d'Orsay.
M* de Comaing, having accosted two captains, ex-
plained to them the question in dispute.
The captains did not understand a word of what
he was saying, owing to the confusion caused by the